
Lesson 4. Still Images in iMovie 
 

Step 1: Import Your Images. There are several sources for photos in a movie, including: 
 If you have images in iPhoto, you can import 

them directly through the iMovie interface: 
• Select the Media button.  
• Click Photos at the top of the Media pane. 
• To add a photo to your movie, drag it from 

the images pane to the clip viewer or timeline 
viewer. 

 
 
 
 
 To add photos from your computer: 

• Select Import from the File menu. 
• Browse to the file you want to import and click 

Open. 
 
Step 2: Adding motion effects. You can alter the impact of a still image by panning across 
the image or by zooming in or out. In iMovie, this is called “Ken Burns Effect,” named 
after the famous documentary film maker. To add a “Ken Burns Effect” to a photo: 

 Select the photo in the clip viewer or timeline viewer. 
 

 Click Show Photo Setting in the Media pane. 
  

 Select the Ken Burns Effect checkbox in the  
Photo Settings Window.  
 

 Set the desired Start and End points: 
• Panning effects are achieved by clicking directly on the image in the preview 

window and dragging it to a desired spot. 
• Zooming effects are achieved by dragging  

the zoom control. 
• The speed of the motion can be changed 

with the duration control. 
 Use the preview controls to preview the overall effect. 
 To apply your changes to a photo you've selected in the movie, click Apply. 


